
Decolonizing and Indigenizing Approaches to Education

Learning Opportunity

In this professional development session Dr. Dustin Louie will collaborate with the leadership and faculty to tackle the
nuanced work of decolonizing and indigenizing education. Using a social justice framework, the session will first empower
participants with the knowledge of how to identify oppression in their own schools, while also recognizing the myriad
strengths of Indigenous educational approaches. An emphasis is continuously placed upon the practical application of
decolonizing and indigenizing strategies, moving beyond theoretical arguments. Each participant will leave the session
knowing how to recognize both individual and systemic forms of oppression, while creating concrete strategies to embed
Indigenous ways of knowing in their content, pedagogy, assessment, and school culture. Building from Indigenous
Knowledges and traditions from diverse Indigenous communities in Canada, faculty and leaders will be educated and
become well-versed in innovative approaches to education. The session is interactive and strengths-based, refusing to
succumb to deficit-based approaches that offer no clear roadmap for change. Dr. Louie insists on a collaborative approach
that will leave the participants excited to take on this work, with the tools necessary to be successful.

The professional development is separated into two distinct sections. The first half will see Dr. Louie give a presentation on
decolonization and indigenizing education, attending to critical elements of today’s educational landscape. The second half is
an activity based on Indigenous conceptions of being a Witness, which will model for leaders practical ways that Indigenous
Knowledges can be embedded in their teaching. Through this activity educators will learn how to transform Indigenous
Knowledges into a practical application in an education setting. In addition to the Witnessing activity, participants will learn
strategies from Blackfoot, M?ori, and other diverse Indigenous communities to expand their pedagogy and assessment to
include meaningful representation of Indigenous ways of knowing. Following the activity Dr. Louie will bring together all of the
knowledge gained in the session and leave the participants engaged and prepared to take on this exciting work. 

Presenters

Dr. Dustin Louie

PRESENTED BY

Dr. Dustin Louie
 

SERIES SESSIONS

Date Time

February 06, 2020 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

 
LOCATION

Medicine Hat Public School Division Office -

601 1 Ave SW

FEE

$25.00

QUESTIONS?

Contact Us:
403-381-5580

REGISTER ONLINE

Visit our website to register:
south.aplc.ca

tel:403-381-5580
https://south.aplc.ca/


Dr. Dustin Louie is a First Nations scholar from Nee Tahi Buhn and Nadleh Whut’en of the Carrier Nation of central British
Columbia. He is a member of the Beaver Clan. Dustin’s education background includes a degree in Canadian history, a
Master's in International Relations, and a PhD in Educational Research. The topic of Dr. Louie’s dissertation was Sexual
Exploitation Prevention Education for Indigenous Girls. He has worked as an historian in a land claims law firm, studied
Indigenous homelessness in Western Canada, worked internationally for non- governmental organizations in Uganda and
Australia, and is now at the Werklund School of Education in the University of Calgary. As a tenure-track Assistant Professor,
he teaches primarily in courses related to Indigenous education, social justice, and educational philosophy. Further research
interests include practical approaches to Indigenizing education, decolonizing education, Indigenous pedagogies, and critical
theory.

Registration Notes

This session is possible through funding from Alberta Education. 


