@ The Consortium

South Office

Secondary (Grades 7-12) Reading Comprehension

Series: Supporting Deep Thinking, Learning and
Comprehension Across the Disciplines

PRESENTED BY
FEE

$125.00
LLLAL SERIES SESSIONS
- —

October 13, 2026 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Contact Us:
October 20, 2026 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
October 27, 2026 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM REGISTER ONLINE
Visit our website to register:
LOCATION

<>

Learning Opportunity

Overview of the Sessions:

Supporting Deep Thinking, Learning and Comprehension Across the Disciplines Developing strong readers requires more
than surface-level understanding, it requires students to actively construct meaning as they read. This series of sessions is
designed to support teachers in building students’ ability to move from word-level understanding to deep comprehension, and
ultimately to engaging thoughtfully with ideas, perspectives, and evidence in text. Across the three sessions, participants will
explore how comprehension develops, what can interfere with it, and how intentional instruction can support students in
becoming more strategic, independent readers.

Session 1: Understanding Fluent Comprehension In Session 1, we focus on developing a clear understanding of fluent
comprehension, with an emphasis on how students build meaning at the word and sentence level. Participants will explore
how word-level knowledge and sentence-level connections, including the use of anaphors (referencing words) and transition
words, support students in tracking meaning across a text. We will examine common challenges that interfere with
comprehension and introduce practical instructional strategies that help students read more smoothly while strengthening
their ability to construct meaning.

Session 2: Deep Comprehension Through Inference Making In Session 2, we shift to deep comprehension, focusing on the
essential skill of inference making, the ability to use textual clues and background knowledge to understand what is not
directly stated. Participants will explore the processes involved in making inferences, including identifying key details,
connecting ideas, and constructing meaning from those connections. The session will also address common roadblocks and
introduce high-impact instructional supports such as attending to word meanings and identifying clue words and textual
features.
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Session 3: Using Discussion to Deepen Thinking and Interpretation In Session 3, we examine how structured discussion
supports deep comprehension by helping students engage with diverse perspectives, evaluate ideas, and support their
interpretations with evidence from the text. We will explore how to create a classroom environment that values collaboration
and accountability and will learn practical strategies such as questioning, structuring discussions, and requiring evidence-
based responses.

Presenters

Michelle Bence, PhD

Michelle Bence is a dedicated educator with over 20 years of experience in K-12 classrooms and literacy education. She has
worked extensively with several school boards across Western Canada as a literacy consultant, leading initiatives in literacy
development, professional teacher learning, and the system-wide implementation of evidence-based literacy practices.
Michelle recently completed her Ph.D. at the University of Calgary. Her research focuses on dialogic pedagogy and its role in
fostering students’ complex thinking, literacy identities, and language development in relation to literacy acquisition and
engagement with texts.

Miriam Ramzy, PhD

Miriam Ramzy is a teacher and researcher based in Alberta. She has worked as a classroom teacher in both English and
French Immersion settings, a literacy coach and facilitator, a school administrator, and Director of Student Learning.
Currently, she works with school boards across Western Canada, supporting teachers, leaders, educational assistants,
parents, and students from Jr. K - 12. Her work centers on literacy research and practice, with a deep commitment to
supporting partners in education to create effective, responsive, and inclusive spaces where all students thrive. Miriam holds
a PhD from the University of Calgary. Her research examined writing instruction, with a particular focus on the transcription
process. She continues to contribute to professional learning and educational research with a passion for bridging theory and
classroom practice.

Registration Notes

Learning is more fun with a friend. Consider inviting one of your colleagues to join you.

This online series will not be recorded.
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