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Learning Opportunity

The online participants for this session will join via zoom with an in-person session in Lethbridge. This hybrid model would
allow for small groups to gather in their school or a division office and participate and share with the collective
group. Additionally, in breakout moments, we could connect individual online participants with others in breakout rooms.

The University of Florida Literacy Institute Essential Background Knowledge training will provide educators with the
necessary knowledge to support the development of foundational literacy skills. The session will provide an overview of
research on reader development and principles of effective reading instruction and intervention. We then take a closer look at
the key foundational reading skills UFLI Foundations addresses: phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, decoding,
encoding, and oral reading fluency.

Presenters

Christina Giddings is the Implementation Specialist at the University of Florida Literacy Institute (UFLI). She is a graduate of
the University of Florida with a Master’s degree in Special Education. In her current role, she supports teachers in their
implementation of the UFLI Foundations curriculum. Prior to joining Team UFLI, Christina served as an elementary school
teacher in the district where Foundations was piloted.

Stefanie McLeod is the Implementation Coordinator at the University of Florida Literacy Institute (UFLI). She is a graduate of
the University of Florida with a Master’s degree in Elementary Education and an Endorsement in Educational Leadership. In
her current role, she works closely with district leaders and school-based teams to support teachers implementing UFLI
Foundations. Prior to joining Team UFLI, Stefanie served as an Instructional Coach in the Foundations pilot district.
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Dr. Colleen Pollett

Dr. Pollett is a Professional Learning Specialist at the University of Florida Literacy Institute (UFLI). She is a contributing
author of the UFLI Foundations manual and led the UFLI Foundations content development team. Her work focuses on
teacher professional development in early literacy instruction. Prior to joining the UFLI team, Dr. Pollett was an elementary
school teacher. She is based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Registration Notes

This learning opportunity is online.

We will be recording the session and it will be made available to registered participants for 30 days following the session.
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